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Overview

The Brisk Theme started with the Coroline Theme version 1.2. The idea was to
add some features that make the life of a website developer easier. There are
also a number of features speed up theme.

You end up with a very capable theme as a starting point for your next project.

Features added by Brisk

A optional non-scrolling bar at the top of the screen that can contain a link.
It appears on every page and post. Great for linking to a particular page or
service or product.

Clicking on the tag line takes you to the login screen or Dashboard.
Optional separate menus for logged in and logged out.
Three new widget areas. One above the header image; One below header

image; And one full width footer widget. You can see them at
widget.pdhodges.com

Optional pagination for categories, archives and searches.
The ability to set the excerpt word count.
The ability to use excerpts separately for categories, archives and searches.

The six individual page layouts can be selected on a page/post basis in the
edit screen.

A template for a splash page. It has no header or side bar. The css is in
the template to make the page load as fast as possible. This shows up on
the edit page screen.

The style.css file and the color.css files are automatically minified, have
comments removed and are added inline in the header. The file
modification dates are checked to determine when the minification is
needed. This allows adding lots of comments without effecting the
download size.

All the html, minified css, custom css and custom javaScript is gzipped if
the browser can handle gzipped files. All modern browsers can handle
gzipped files.
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Features That Come With Coraline 1.2

» Eight color schemes

* Six page layouts

* Flexible Width

* Custom Background

* Custom Header Image
+ Custom Menu

» Editor Style

« Theme Options

» Sticky Post

* Micro Formats

* Right To Left Language Support
+ Translation Ready

* Featured Image Header
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Menus

The Brisk Theme supports two menus. They both appear in the same location.

The first shows when the viewer is logged out. The second appears when the
viewer is logged in.

1. Click the Appearance - Menus item in your dashboard.
Create a couple of menus.

Save the menus.

Set the location of the Logged Out Menu.

Set the location of the Logged In Menu.

o Uk WwWN

Save the locations.

{it Dashboard — Screen Options Help
[E7 Menus 2. —,
& Posts
Lzi= Theme Locations Merm-hlame en
lo:-'f Links [[] Automatically add new top-level pages
Your theme supports 2 menus. Sefect 3. —
Pages which menu appears in each location. Delete Menu @
& comments Logged O.;-t:fi-:'_u’____.. 4.
' FAQs E
— Home (Custc
& Appearance LErEy I — 5. N
Themes php test
Widgets 1 6 >
‘—-——'- . .

A longer post
Theme Check L

Theme Options Tt s

Background Special Case 3

Header URL http://

If you want the same menu to appear for both the logged in and logged out
menus then just specify the same menu for both locations.

Theme Locations

Your theme supports 2 menus. Select
which menu appears in each location.

Lo Out Menu

.‘_Giied I
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Page Layouts

The first place to set the layout is in the Appearance - Brisk Theme Options. This
becomes the the default setting for the web site.

iz} Dashboard — . .

|z Brisk Theme Options
s Posts T
Media Color Scheme White [x] Select a default color scheme
& Links Default Layout @

Pages

& comments

5 FAQs

Themes Content-Sidebar Sidebar-Content
Widgets

Menus

Theme Check

Background

Header

Editor

£ Plugins (1]

4 users Sidebar-Sidebar- Sidebar-Content-

T} Tools Content Sidebar
Settings

Platinum SEO Save Options

Content-Sidebar-
Sidebar

Full Wwidth (Mo
Sidebars)

There is also a setting on the edit page for both pages and posts. When the post
or page is the single item in the content area, this setting will override the theme
default setting.

The first thing to do is click on the Screen options tab at the upper right of the
edit page. Make sure the This Page Layout is checked.

+ Dashboard

Posis
| Media

' Links

Show on screen

Platinum SEQ Pack  [[] Custom Fields Discussion [ Comments [] Slug [] Author

[] Revisions Exclude Pages Featured Image Page Attributes This Page Layout

Screen Layout

Number of Columns: @ 1 @ 2

Il Pages
dd New

iCnmimandtc

Edit Page Addnew
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Then scroll down the page and you will see the “This Page Layout” bar. If the box
below it is not open just click on the bar.

Discussion

is Page Layout

If the presentation is singular the layout chosen below will override the
theme layout.

Content-Sidebar Sidebar-Content Content-Sidebar-Sidebar

Sidebar-Sidebar-Content Sidebar-Content-Sidebar Full Width (No Sidebars)

When you first start editing a page the default layout for the theme will be
selected. You can change it to any of the layouts shown. When you Publish or
update the page any of the changes you made in this panel will be saved.
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Speeding Things Up

The Brisk theme does a number of things to enhance the speed of the website.
There is one thing it does not do. It DOES NOT traverse @include statements in a
.css file.

The first is to gzip the entire page. Any HTML or inline CSS or javaScript is
gzipped. The function that does this asks the browser if it can handle gzip files.
If the answer is yes then the data is gzipped. If the answer is no then there is no
change. All modern browsers can handle gzipped files.

The second is to minify the style.css and the color css file and put them inline in
the header.php file. Minify means to remove all extra white space and comments.
It saves a copy of the minified css files in the database. Anytime one of these
files is updated the database record is also updated. This reduces the HTTP://
requests. One added benefit is that it allows you to add as many comments as
you want without increasing the download size.

The third is to have the browser cache static home pages.

Brisk is based on the Coraline 1.2 theme. To test the results I set up two
websites. One for Brisk and another for the Coraline them. The only plugin is
Akismet. Brisk downloads jquery from a Google server. I added the following
lines of code to the Coraline functions.php file to make things equal.

function more_enqueue() {
wp_enqueue_script( ‘jquery' );
b

add_action('wp_enqueue_scripts', 'more_enqueue');

I chose ab optional color scheme because that loads another css file. The only
other change was to make a static home page. There were no other changes or
plugins.

I have tried all the popular caching plugins. None of them made a significant
speed up. Many of them slow things down.
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The file test site used was webpagetest.org

The Coraline Theme results are shown here.
HOME TEST RESULT TEST HISTORY FORUMS DOCUMENTATION ABOUT J

%

Page Speed 1.12 Score: 55M00 Need help

e;gfdsiinnance Test for c A . A .

From: Dulles, VA - EE - DSL First Byte HKeep-alive Compress Compress Cache
Sunday, March 25 2012 5:09:29 PM Time Enabled Text Images static

content

Summary Details Performance Review Page Speed Content Breakdown Domains Screen Shot

Re-run the test Baw page data - Baw

Export HTTP Arc
Document Complete Fully Loaded
Load Time First Byte Start Render DOM Elements Time Reguests BytesIn Time Reguests BytesIn

First View 16785 0.432s 1.372s 154 1.678s @ 148 KB) 1678s 7 148 KB

Repeat View 0.766s 0.367s 0.630s 154 0.766s [ 12KB |[0.766s 7 12 KB

The Brisk Theme results are here.

HOME TESTRESULT TEST HISTORY FORUMS DOCUMENTATION ABOUT »,

N

Page Speed 1.12 Score: 90100 Need help

eb Page Performance Test for C A A A A

From: Dulles, WA - IES - DSL First Byte Keep-aliwve Compress Compress Cache
Sunday, March 25, 2012 9:0%:37 PM Time Enabled Text Images static

content

Summary Details Performance Review Page Speed Content Breakdown Domains Screen Shot

Re-run the test Baw page data - Raw

Export HTTP An
Document Complete Fully Loaded
Load Time First Byte Start Render DOM Elements Time Requests BytesIn Time Reqguests BytesIn

First WView 0.404% 0.967s 159 1172 (D 11725 4 55 KB

RepeatView | 0.167s 0.000s 0.108s 159 0.167s @ DKB | 0167s 0 0 KB

Brisk is about 43% faster on the First View.
Brisk is about 4.6 times faster on the Repeat View.
The gzipping is reducing the download size by about 60%.

In order to achieve the 0 Requests on the Repeat View you need to have the
.htaccess file set up correctly. You can get a copy of the .htaccess file and some
WordPress set up tips from a free ebook at WordPressSpeed.com

Brisk.pdhodges.com 8
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Another test site is GTMetrix.com

m— - —

s T e

e e
=0 -

ki -
IS | [—
Options

» Re-Test Page
+ Compare to another URL

| got my scores; what now?

Start optimizing your site! But
before you do:

» Be-Test Page
» Compare to another URL

| got my scores; what now?

Start optimizing yvour =site! But
before you do:

Brisk.pdhodges.com

Latest Performance Report for:
http://coraline.pdhodges.com/

Report generated: Sun, Mar 25, 2012, 7:55 AM -0700

Test Server Regicn: Vancouver, Canads

o

¥ Slow Grade:

(84%)+

Page Speed Grade:

irefox 10.0.2, Page Speed 1.12.0.1, ¥5low 3.0.4
(64%).

Page load time: 1.17s

Total page size; 144KB
Total number of requests: 7

Latest Performance Report for:

http:/brisk.pdhodges.com/

Report generated: Sun, Mar 25, 2012, 7:55 AM -0700 If?‘\.l
Test Server Region: Vancouver, Canada "5!-,__;'
Summary

Page Speed Grade: " ¥ Slow Grade: ’

(93%): (95%):
i’ii‘?:;i.i‘;ir\

Total number of requests: 4


http://gtmetrix.com/
http://brisk.pdhodges.com/

Pagination
If you select pagination in the Appearance - Brisk Theme options this is what you
get.

Advertise Here

PC Version

Just another WordPress site

HOME LAYOUT

page 1 or5 (I EIE o] I

® Site Admin

d

If you do not select pagination you get the following.

HOME LAYOUT

MONTHLY ARCHIVES: MARCH 2012

META
_
» Site Admin
+—0Older posts Newer posts — .
- RECENT POSTS ® Logout
Post 21 - Fost 25

Brisk.pdhodges.com
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Top Ad Bar

Advertise Here

/ PC Version

Just another WordPress site

HOME LAYOUT

rage 10rs [T JEIE ] ]
B H1Te Aamin

The optional bar stays on the screen even when you scroll. It appears on every
page and post.

Advertise Here

HOME LAYOUT

page 10f5 (T2 mew] ]

® Site Admin

Pnet 28

These are the options for the ad bar in the Appearance - Brisk Theme Options.

Brisk.pdhodges.com 11
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Use Top Ad Bar

Top Ad Bar Text Advertise Here Only used for Ad Bar.
Top Ad Bar Link http://127.0.0.1:8080/blog Only used for Ad Bar.

Top Ad Bar Opens Link in New
Window

Brisk.pdhodges.com 12



http://brisk.pdhodges.com/

Use Rounded Corners

This option in Appearance - Brisk Theme Options gives you an alternate
presentation.

Sidebar-Sidebar- Sidebar-Content- Full Width (Mo
Content Sidebar Sidebars)

Use Rounded Corners A alternate presentation. Works well with background patterns or
pittures.

Aside Category Select a category ...[x] Select a category to use for shorter aside posts

The page and post backgrounds are semi transparent. This makes it good for
background pictures and patterns.

Advertise Here

PC Version

Just another WordPress site

I HOME LAYOUT SAMPLE PAGE

page 1 of 3 M IAEIme]

META

= Site Admin

Post 25

Posted on March 29, 2012 | Leave a comment

= Log out

RECENT POSTS

Post 25
= Post 25
Posted in = Post24
Uncatezorized m Postaz
Edit m Post 21
= Postzo

The CSS for this is in the brisk/colors/rounded.css file if you want to change
something.

Brisk.pdhodges.com 13
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Widget Areas

Brisk Widget Areas

Just ancther WordPress site

Header Widget Area Above Image

Header Widget Area Balow Image

Available Layouts FEATURE WIDGET AREA

Thiere are s page yonts. ¥on can try them ont msing the Layonts tzh in the

Thin fnm wm vidpe
mang above.

FRIMARY WIDGET AREA SECONDARY WIDGET
AREA

Sdethar — Cantent
Content — Sidehar
Content — Sdebar — Sidehar T in 2 5=t wisdpet
Sidehar — Sdehar — Content

Thiz n x e vadpe

Sdehar — Cantent — Sdehar CATEGORIES
Content only

= Laymesy

Thare is also at template for 2 Splash Fage. ppp—

= a3

FULL WIDTH FOOTER WID-GET

This & a text widget

FIRST FOOTER WIDGET SECOND FOOTER WIDGET THIRD FOOTER WIDGET FOURTH FOOTER WIDGET

T i o foxd wadpes. Tz ox 2 =t wadpet Then o o Ecxit waddpes. Thew o o fexd wickyet.
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Excerpts

There are a number of ways to present the posts and pages on your website.
Three of the allow the use of excerpts in the Brisk Theme.

1. Categories. Categories are determined by the categories you select or
create when you add or edit a page or post.

2. Searches. The results when you do a search with the search widget.
3. Archives. Archives are created every month based on new posts.

In the Appearances - Brisk Themes page you can set the word count of excerpts
and which of these presentations use excerpts.

Excerpt Word Count 20 Min = 10. Max = 100.
Use excerpts on searches ] Mo check uses full text.
Use excerpts on archives Mo check uses full text.
Use excerpts on categories ] Mo check uses full text.

Here is an example of an a 20 word excerpt. An excerpt also has a read full
article link.

This page was created with the color purple scheme, the top ad bar checked and
use rounded corners checked.

Advertise Here
omments O

Edit
RECENT PAGES
COMMENTS
= Apout The Tests
= admin on Fost 1 m Clearing Floats
= MrWordPress on Hello = FAQ
"I never tried to prove nothing, just wanted to world!
m | evel 1
give a good show. My life has always been my = admin on Comment Lol
m Level 2
musicgRead the full article.. Test
e — n Lg'\.'g| 3
= Test Contributor on
Comment Test
Comments Off = Lorem Ipsum
Posted on June 9, 2008 = tellyworthtest2 on = Page with
Edit Comment Test TR
m Page with
comments

Brisk.pdhodges.com 15
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Custom CSS and javaScript

At the bottom of the Appearance - Brisk Theme Options page there are two text
areas. One for adding custom css in the header portion of the web page and
another for adding custom javaScript in the footer section.

There is no error checking in either of these blocks. It is a good idea to use
separate or existing files for CSS or javaScript. If you just have a few lines of
custom code these text blocks will work great. They have the added advantage
of not being overwritten or deleted if the theme is updated.

Insert css5 in the header.
Your custom CSS inserted in

the header after style.css and
the color.css.

example {

margin:0;

h

The «<style= and </style= are not needed.

Insert javasript in footer.

Your custom javascript inserted

-
jQuery({document).ready(function()
in the footer.

{
iQuery(.wp_syntax).bind(
{
mouseover: function()

{

L A
The «<script> and </script> are not needead.

Save Options

Brisk.pdhodges.com 16
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